
 

June 3, 2020 

Dear Sisters and Brothers, 

 Grace & peace to each of you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.  There is no 
denying that we certainly have a lot going on in our world at this time.  In light of this, we wanted to 
share a glimmer of hope in that we are continuing to move forward with our plan to reconvene for in-
person worship and gatherings beginning Sunday, June 14, 2020! 
 Over the last few weeks, a “Health & Wellness Team” has formed and met several times to 
help vision and plan for what things will look like upon our return.  This team has put much time, 
effort, and love into coming up with the most comprehensive plan possible, keeping the health & 
safety of our members as our #1 priority.  After taking a look at local, state, and federal guidelines, 
along with the plans of several local churches, the Health & Wellness Team put together the attached 
plan which has been approved by our church leadership.  Please read through this in its entirety prior 
to coming to worship on June 14, 2020 to best prepare you & your household.   

 We realize the decision to come back to larger group gatherings (including worship) is going 
to look different for each and everyone one of us.  Please know if you choose to hold off on 
returning to worship, we fully respect and support your decision.  Additionally, as you will see 
outlined in the plan, we will do everything in our power to make sure you remain connected with this 
faith community.  If there is something specific we can do to make sure this happens, please do not 
hesitate to let us know.  We are here to love & support each other! 

 The Health & Wellness Team was very intentional in recognizing that this is a very fluid 
document that will be appropriately adjusted according to the local, state, and national 
circumstances of COVID-19.  Tentatively, the team has identified July 4 (Phase 5 of the “Back on 
Track Indiana Plan) as the timeframe at which this document will be revisited and adjusted as 
necessary.  If you have any questions or concerns, please don’t hesitate to give us a call or send us 
an email. 

 Again, please know that the Health & Wellness Team along with Church Council have 
constructed this plan with our members’ health & wellbeing at the forefront of our minds.  Most of 
things will not be permanent, but will help us move forward safely in the meantime.  While the world 
around us might change in the blink of an eye or while worship might look or feel different than it 
used to, I am filled with hope that our God stays the same, yesterday, today, and forever. (Hebrews 
13:8) 

God loves each of you, and we do too. 

Pastor TJ Lynch    Bruce Stinson - Council President 



Calvary Lutheran Church Health & Wellness Plan 

Prior to your arrival at Calvary Lutheran Church: 
1. If you or anyone in your home has had known exposure to COVID-19 or is showing any signs or 

symptoms (fever, dry cough, etc.), we kindly ask that you and your household remain home.   

2.  If you find yourself in any of the “high-risk” categories, we strongly encourage you to use your 
best judgment on attending worship.  We fully respect and support your decision, and encourage 
to come when you are comfortable. 

Upon Arrival to Calvary Lutheran Church: 
1. We kindly ask that everyone use the main entrance located on the North side of the building.  The 

back door (basement) on the West side of the building will remain locked and should not 
accessed. 

2. Both sets of doors in the main entrance will remain propped open before & after worship. 

• During the gathering hymn an usher will close the outside doors, and during the benediction 
the doors will be propped open again. 

3. We strongly encourage everyone to wear a mask, if you are able to, upon entering the building.   
This helps reduce the spreading of airborne particulates and is a measure that will help protect the 
vulnerable.  Masks will be available if you do not have one and would be more comfortable 
wearing one. 

4.  A hands free hand sanitizer dispenser will be displayed at the main entrance.  We ask that 
everyone please use the hand sanitizer upon entering the building. 

• There will be 3 additional hands free dispensers located throughout the building: 

A. In/Near the Sanctuary (we encourage using this as you enter & exit the 
sanctuary. 

B. In the Café, near the entrance of the buffet line window. 

C. Outside of the office area on the second floor. 

5. We would like to avoid congregating indoors (narthex especially) as much as possible.  Upon 
arriving to Calvary, there will be a table located in the narthex with appropriately spaced individual 
communion cups. Please take 1 cup for each person who will be receiving communion in worship 
and proceed directly to your seat.  

6. Restrooms — While the restrooms on the south end of the building will be closed, the restrooms 
directly outside the sanctuary will be available for use.  Hand sanitizer will be available, along with 
a spray sanitizer that we ask you to use to wipe down restroom surfaces. 

• Drinking fountains will also be covered and out of order.  You are encouraged and welcome 
to bring a personal water bottle with you to worship! 

7. Please practice social distancing (6 feet) to the best of your ability during your time at Calvary. 

Specifics for Worship: 
1. Seating — Please utilize the social distance recommendation of 6 feet when sitting in worship. 



• Houeholds/family units should sit together. 

• Seating will take place in every other row.   

• We will provide some sort of fun tool/aide to help if you are unsure if you’re 6 feet or not. 

2. Singing — For several weeks we are going to refrain from having congregational singing in 
worship.  In all that we’ve read & researched, singing is one of the greatest ways of spreading 
airborne particulates.  As music is vital to corporate worship, there will still be musical offerings 
that all are encouraged to use as a time for reflection and/or a time of personal prayer. 

3. Printed Materials — For several weeks we also will not be handing out any printed materials.  A 
copy of the bulletin, sermon, and announcements will be sent to members & friends of Calvary 
prior to worship on Sunday.  You are welcome to print any/all of these materials to bring with you, 
but everything will be provided on the screens in the sanctuary to utilize during worship! 

• In addition, all materials (hymnals, Bibles, attendance pads etc.) will be removed from the 
pews as an added precaution.  There will be someone taking attendance as we gather, so 
don’t worry about that!  

4. Children’s Sermon — We believe investing in the lives of our youth is of utmost importance.  We 
will have a designated seating area, appropriately spaced out, for your Children’s Sermon time.  
We will probably need some help from parents of little ones to assist and help our youth abide by 
this. 

• As a further precaution, we will NOT have Children’s Church during the summer months.  Be 
on the lookout for a new and improved Children’s Worship opportunity this fall! 

5. Sharing the Peace — This will be one of the biggest changes for Calvary, but for the weeks ahead 
we are asking everyone to refrain from wandering, shaking hands, and hugging.  We will share the 
peace corporately (as a whole) and Pastor TJ will offer a few fun, alternative ways in which you can 
share the peace with those near or closest to you. 

6. Collecting Offering — Similar to how we collect offering at our Lenten Midweek services, an 
offering plate will be located near the entrance of the sanctuary, and we ask you to place your 
offering in the plate either upon entering or exiting the sanctuary.   

7. Holy Communion — For the next several weeks, we will celebrate Holy Communion using 
individual, disposable communion cups that you pick up upon arrival.  Pastor TJ will provide 
further instruction during the service about how this will work. 

8. Dismissal — At the conclusion of worship, we encourage everyone to avoid lingering and 
congregating inside the building and to exit the building in a timely fashion.  You are more than 
welcome and encouraged to visit in the parking lot while maintaining safe distancing. 

Post-Worship: 
1. There will be NO coffee/fellowship hour following worship for the days & weeks ahead. 

2. Counting Offering — Our office administrator, Cyndi Wertenberger, has kindly offered to 
continue counting the offering and making the deposit for the next few weeks.  If you are a 
counter, she will be in touch when it comes time for you to start back up again. 



Miscellaneous: 
1. Going forward we will continue to provide an online worship opportunity for those who choose to 

continue worshipping from home.  This will be posted & sent out within 24 hours of our Sunday 
service. 

2. We will need to wipe down and sanitize the sanctuary following each worship service.  This will 
take place 24 hours following worship, on Monday evenings.  We will need teams of 2-4 people to 
volunteer and help us make this happen.  Be on the lookout for sign-ups! 

Contingency Plan 
1.  If a staff person, member, or friend of the church is diagnosed with COVID-19, areas used by that 

person will not be used again prior to proper cleaning & disinfecting taking place.  A minimum of 
24 hours will pass before it is cleaned and disinfected. 

2. Our local health department will be contacted and become made aware of the situation. 

3. The diagnosed person will not return to work, worship, etc. until they have met the CDC’s criteria 
to discontinue home isolation. 

4. The church will inform all those exposed to stay home and self-monitor for symptoms, along with 
following the CDC’s guidance if symptoms develop. 

5. The church and all ministries that are a part of the church will be closed for a period of time as 
directed by the Department of Health.


